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COSTI MAKES BOLD STATEMENT
ON BENEFITS OF IMMIGRATION WITH
EMPOWERING CAMPAIGN

TORONTO, April 24, 2019 — COSTI has just released a new campaign with a strong
message—newcomers to Canada make our country strong and more diverse. The
campaign tells inspiring stories of four immigrants who have overcome barriers and
found success in Canada. The campaign is running in Toronto, the Region of Peel and
York Region.

“The campaign is unlike anything COSTI has ever done before,” says Mario J. Calla,
Executive Director, COSTI. “About 39,000 new Canadians access services from COST/
each year, whether it's education, employment or social services. It's wonderful to be
able to share just a few stories—and encourage others to share their stories—to show
how newcomers make our country strong and more diverse.”

COSTI has been setting newcomers up for success since 1952. “/ think the campaign
will inspire others who are new to Canada, while sending a positive message about
immigration,” says Calla. “Immigration helps grow our labour force. If it wasn't for
immigrants, employers would be challenged in finding enough qualified workers to fill
available jobs. Immigrants also contribute to our economy by paying taxes and as
consumers.”

Our vision at COSTI is to empower people from diverse communities to succeed and
achieve their full potential. “The stories in this campaign show how newcomers have
benefited from settlement services and went on to gainful employment and engaged in
other aspects of Canadian life.”

COSTI offers specialized employment services for internationally trained individuals,
English language and skills training, settlement services, services for refugees, family
counselling and mental health services, as well as services for immigrant women and
seniors.

“The people featured in our campaign have used these services and have found
success,” says Calla. “We are proud to say the artist of our campaign is an immigrant
who is now a proud Canadian. He shares his story on our | am (a new) Canadian
website at www.iamanewcanadian.ca and we hope others will share their story too.”
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For more information, please contact:

Mary Cellucci, COSTI
Mobile: 647-631-1574
Direct Line: 647-827-1291

About COSTI

COSTI Immigrant Services is a community-based multicultural agency providing
employment, educational, settlement and social services to new Canadians and
individuals in need of assistance. Since 1952, COSTI has been helping those in need,
assisting newcomer professionals and tradespersons and all individuals looking for
employment, providing support to refugee families, protecting women and children,
strengthening families, combating racism and discrimination, and assisting those who
function at a disadvantage in society.



